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Introdactiod 
There are three major fish landing centres in Bombay, 
namely Sassoon Dock, Versova and New Ferry Wharf. 
Of these, the former two are very old centres while the 
New Ferry Wharf is about a decade old. Sassoon 
Dock is a major centie where fishing activities are 
the maximum throughout the year, except during 
inclement weather. The fishing activities at Versova 
during monsoon are sporadic and limited to nearshore 
fishing by miniature bag net ('Bokshi'), cast net and 
shore seine. The boat owners and the crew at New 
Ferry Wharf are mostly from Gujarat and hence, they 
return to their native places during monsoon with the 
result that there is hardly any fishing worth drawing 
attention. Catch data from Sassoon Dock are made 
use of in the preparation of this marine fish calendar. 
The crafts at Sassoon Dock are all mechanised and 
the gear used are mainly trawl net, bag net called 'dol' 
and gill net, their mesh sizes being 20-25, 15-20 and 
80 to 120 mm respectively. All these gears operate all 
round the year, the trawl at 60-90 m, 'dol' at 10-30 m 
and gill net at 30-60 m depth zones. On an average 
daily 70 trawlers, 25-30 'dol' netters and 15-20 gill 
nttters operate. In addition there are 30 units 
of hooks and line operating from September to April 
at a depth of about 30m. Their landings are very meagre 
and comprised of cat fish, shark and occasionally 
eel. Data used for this calendar are the annual and 
monthly averages of the catches of the three year period 
from 1983 to '85 for the three major gears. 
The trawl catch has many groups of fishes occurring 
in different magnitude. The major groups are sciaenids, 
cat fishes and clupeids forming 5.01, 4.83 and 4.09% 
respectively in the catch. Sharks, ribbon fishes, thread-
fin breams, lizard fishes and rays contribute 3.98, 
3.43, 2.70, 2.11 and 1.24% respectively to the total 
catch. The remainirgs are minor groups forming less 
than 1 % in the total catch. 
Bombay duck is the predominant fish forming 
25.65% in the 'dol' net catch. Other varieties like 
clupeids, sciaenids, pomfrets, eels and ribbon fishes 
form less than 4% each in the catch. 











Pomfrets, both silver and black, forming 28.6% 
dominate the gill net catch. This is followed by clu-
peids, tunas and seer fishes constituting 20.2, 20.0 and 
14.8% respectively. Sciaenids, sword fishes and horse 
mackerel form between 3.7 and 7.4%. 
BOTHIDAE 
* Consolidated by N. Gopinatha Menon and K. Balachandran, 
CMFRI, Cochin. 
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of the group 
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Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
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Aug. - Dec. 
30 -60m 
110-350 mm 
Dec. - Feb. 
Fig. 1. Psettodes erumei 
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Depth of occurrence 
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Sep. - Oct. 
CA.RANG1DAE 
Popular English Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 






Gill net: — 
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Fig. 3. Seasonal abundance of Horse mackerel (Megalaspis 
cordyla) in gill net catch 
CLUPEIDAE AND CHIROCENTRIDAE 
Popular English Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 









Trawl net/Gill net/ 










Fig. 4. Seasonal abundance of clupeids in trawl net catch. 
A s 0 
MONTHS 
Fig. 2. Megalaspis cordyla. Fig. 5. Seasonal abundance of clupeids in dol net catch. 
A M J J A S O N D J F M 
MONTHS 
Fig. 6. Seasonal abundance of clupeids in gill net catch. 
^ ^CHIROCENTRUS DORAB f:>.;.j EN6RAULIS SP. 
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Fig. 7. Monthly species composition of clupeids in trawl net 
catch. 
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Fig. 9. Monthly species composition of clupeids in gill net 
catch. 
Fig. 10. Escualosa Ihoracata. 
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of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 





Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 




May - Jul. 
10-15m 





Trawl net/Dol net 
Trawl net : 3.4 
Dol net : 30.3 
May-Jan. 
Fig. 11. Tenualosa toli. 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 








Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 




Trawl net/Dol net 
Trawl net : 33.6 
Dol net : 31.8 
Jun.-Aug. and 
Dec. - Feb. 
10-30 and 60-90 m 
80-180mm 
140 mm 
Sep. - Mar. 
Fig. 13. Chirocentrus dorab. 
Scientific Name : 
Vernacular Name 
Gear : 
Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 




Trawl net/Gill net/ 
Dol net 
Trawl net : 38.9 
Gill net : 46.7 
Dol net : 22.7 
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Percentage in total catch 
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Fig. 18. Monthwise catch 
trawl net catch. 
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MONTHS 
composition of elasmobranchs by 
ELASMOBRANCHS HARPADONTIDAE 
Popular English Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 







Trawl net: — 
A M J J A S O N O J 
MONTHS 
Fig. 15. Seasonal abundance of sharks in trawl net catch. 
A s 0 N 
MONTHS 
Fig. 16. Seasonal abundance of rays in trawl net catch. 
Popular EngUsh Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 






Dol net: — 
Fig. 19. Seasonal abundance of Bombay duck in dol net catch-
Fig. 20. Harpadon nehereus. 







Percentage in the catch 
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Depth of occurrence 
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MULLIDAE 
Popular Enghsh Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 





: 40-350 mm 
210 mm 
Nov. - Dec. 




: Trawl net: 
MURAENESOCIDAE 
Popular English Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 






• Trawl net: 
Dol net : 




Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 





Trawl net/Dol net 
Jan.-May and 
Oct. - Dec. 
10-60m 
400 - 2,000 mm 
1,200 mm 
Apr . -May and 
Sep.-Oct. 
NEMIPTERIDAE 
Popular English Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 



















































































































Fig. 23. Monthly species composition of threadfin breams in 
trawl net catch. 
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Popular English Name : 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 







Trawl net/Gill net/ 
Dol net: — 
J J A S O N D J F ^ 
MONTHS 
Fig. 27. Seasonal abundance of sciaenids in trawl net catch. 
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20 A S 0 
MONTHS 
Fig. 29. Seasonal abundance of Ghol (P. diacanthus) in gill net 
catch. 
Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peaic period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commeicial fishery 
Size at first maturity 
Spawning season 
Trawl net : 6.0 
Occasional 
60-90 m 
Jul. - Oct. 




Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 




Trawl net/Gill net/ 
Do! net 
Trawl net : 8.7 
Aug. - May 
10-90m 
: 200-1,200 mm 
. 850 mm 
: Jun. - Sep. 
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Percentage in the catch 
• ^of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 










Jul. - Sep. 
26.2 




Percentage in the catch 
N of the group 





Mar. - Apr. 
6.2 
8 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 
Size at first maturity 
Spawning season 
60- 90 m 




Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 













Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occuiience 
Depth of occurrence 









Size at first maturity : 
Spawning season : 
SCOMBRIDAE 
Popular English Name : 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) : 
Annual average catch : 
Percentage in total catch 
Fishing methods and 
their contribution : 
150 mm 







Gill net: — 




Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 






Oct. - Dec. 
30-60 m 
550-1,200 mm 




Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 














Percentage in > the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occuirencc 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 





Oct. - Dec. 
30-60 m 
300-700 mm 
Apr. - Sep. 







Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occunence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 






Popular English Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 







: Trawl net/Gill net/ 
Dol net: 
A S 0 
MONTHS 














































































































S O N 
M O N T H S 
Fig. 41. Month-wise species composition of pomfrets in gill net 
catch. 
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species composition of pomfrets in trawl 
Fig. 44. Seasonal abundance of black pomfret (P. argenteiis) in 
dol net catch. 




Percentage In the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 




Trawl net/Gill net 
: Trawl net : 2.6 
Gill net : 50.3 








Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 




Trawl net/Gill net/ 
Dol net 
Trawl net : 97.4 
Gill net : 49.7 




Aug. - Sep. and 
Jan. - Mar. 
Popular English Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 






Trawl net: — 




Percentage in the catch 





Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 
Size at first maturity : 
Spawning season 






Popular English Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 
Fishing methods and 
theii contribution 
TRICHIURIDAI 
Popular English Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 
Percentage in total catch 
Fishing methods and 
their contribution 









: Trawl net/ 
Dol net: 




Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Trichiurus lepttirus 
'Wakti' 
Trawl net/Dol net 
Oct. - Dec. 
60-90m 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 








Percentage in the catch 
of the group 
Peak period of occurrence 
Depth of occurrence 
Length range in 
commercial fishery 
Size at first maturity 
Spawning season 
XIPHIDAE 
Popular English Name 
Vernacular Name (Marathi) 
Annual average catch 















Fishing methods and 
their contribution Gill net: 
A S O 
MONTHS 
Fig. 50. Seasonal abundance of sword fish (Xiphiidae) in gill net 
catch. 
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